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MY LORDS, 

No sentiment was ever more gene- 
rally, or more justly approved, than that of our 
illustrious Nelson, " England expects that 

" EVERY MAN WILL DO HIS DUTY." Such an 

appeal to the sense of the whole country could 
not fail to rouse its defenders to exertion in the 
moment of doubtful warfare,— could not but 
absorb every personal and private feeling in the 
claims of national obligation. 

B 



If such be the expectation of the State con- 
cerning those to whom her belligerent powers 
are confided — on whose conduct her political 
relations depend; with equal justice may the 
Church demand extraordinary exertions from 
the guardians of her spiritual welfare, whenever 
she may be placed in circumstances of equal, or 
of more imminent peril. And such, my Lords, 
it must be avowed, is her present condition : all 
that is dear to the name of Christian, all that 
belongs to that character, is now at stake, and 
depends, humanly speaking, on the issue of a 
warfare to which that, the weapons whereof are 
carnal, dreadful and destructive as it is, bears 
no comparisoTt of importance. 

To your Lordships, therefore, as to the dele- 
gated defenders of our faith, and to the consti- 
tuted guardians of our church, an earnest and 
solemn appeal cannot be unseasonable : it may 
proceed with the strictest propriety even from 
the meanest member of her establishment. If a 
ship be endangered by a rock at midnight, the 
seaman who should perceive it, and not cry out^ 



would be as criminal as the commander, who, 
after an awakening notice, should lie down 
again to sleep, and refuse to give directions for 
the safety of the vessel. The watchman of a 
city, should he neglect to sound his alarum at the 
commencement of a conflagration, would justly 
be involved in the guilt of an incendiary. 
Every man is expected to do his duty as a 
Christian, no less than as a sub/ect; and the 
heaviest penalties are repeatedly denounced with 
divine authority, against the neglect of timely 
warning in the spiritual dangers and warfare of 
the Church of God. 

Had such an appeal been made to your Lord- 
ships in a respectful I^ut forcible manner, before 
the fatal removal of those outworks which the 
piety and wisdom of our ancestors had raised 
against the most daring enemies of Religion, the 
torrent of infidelity would have been stemmed, 
or diverted from its course ; it could not have 
inundated, as it has since done, every street in 
our cities, and every village in our land. A firm 
and united stand on the part of your Lordships, 
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on the vantage ground of estabUshed-kw, might 
have prevented incalculable evil^ now widely 
spreading, beyond the reach or remedy of any 
human control. 

This appeal was intended to have been made 
on a similar occasion, by Bishop Newton, in a 
speech designed for the House of Lords on the 
second reading of the Dissenters' Bill, May 17, 
1772. The concluding sentences of which may 
now appear to have been written in somewhat 
almost of a prophetic strain: — " There is no ple^ 
" nor pretence for this bill; it is improperly 
" entitled a Bill for the relief of Protestant Dis- 
senters. It is more justly and truly a bill for 
the public preaching of Arianism, Socinianism, 
any schism, any heresy, that any fanatic or 
** incendiary may advance. Such is the nature 
*^ of this bill, bad in itself, worse ^n its conse- 
quences. Let what will be said, it is contrary 
to all the maxims of sound and good policy 
** for any government to grant to any men, or set 
** of men, the free toleration and public profession 
^* of their religion, without their first declaring 
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what their retigion is ; so that it may be known 
to be consistent with the safety of the state. 
But perhaps their principles are so very diffeiv 
ent, that they cannot, or perhaps they are xji 
such a n£^ture that they really dare not declare 
them. I am afraid, my Lords, and there is 
too great reason to fear, that the true secret, 
the true end and design of this biU, as weU as of 
the petition from some of the clergy against 
^^subscription, is, that being no longer under 
any restraint from the Articles, they may more 
freely preach their Socinian doctrines, deny 
the ever-blessed Trinity, assert Jesus Christ to 
be little more than a mere man, and take away 
'^ all the merits of his sacrifice and atonement. 
** In the Act of Toleration itself there is a clause 
** that the benefits of this Act shall not extend 
** to * any person that shall deny in his preaching 
" * or writing the doctrine of the blessed Trinity, 
" * as it is declared in the Articles of Religion.' 
" There is another Act of the 9, 10, Will. III. 
^^ for the more effectual suppressing of bias- 
*^ phemy and profaneness, which subjects to the 
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The consequences of this measure^ should it 
pass into a law, may easily be anticipated by 
any person of conunon sense, who reads his 
Bible, and is acquainted with the history of the 
Reformation. He will not find a woj'd in the one, 
or a fact in the other, from which any favourable 
inference can be drawn, as to the result ; but he 
tirill find both replete with warnings and ex- 
amples of the most awful and decisive character. 

The signal interpositions by which this fatal 
concession has hitherto been procrastinated^ 
instead of operating, as might have been hoped, 
as so many barriers to the possibility of its future 
admission, are now either totally overlooked, 
or made use of as so many arguments in its 
favour. Successive advocates have failed and 
faUen in the attempt, and the assault is renewed 
with redoubled ardour. " Non Hydra secto 
" corpore firmioTf^ may justly characterise the 
perseverance of that body, which loses none of 
its energies by loss of its heads. Like the 
immortal^ phalanx of Lacedaemon, it derives its 
perpetuity not from its invulnerable nature, but 
from the rapidity of its succession, and the 
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promptitude of its supplies : and this, my Lords^ 
is hailed as a favourable omen of final triumph ; 
and such, indeed, it may be; but this will not 
vary the grounds of the question.— The nature 
of a cause will never be changed by the number 
of its advocates. A disease would not assume 
the character of health by becoming epidemic ; 
nor does a confederacy cease to be formidable in 
proportion to the increase of its partisans. It 
is possible for the public mind to be so fami- 
ized with political evils, as to be deadened to 
le sense of their danger ; and governments are 
little disposed as individuals, to profit by any 
[xperience of which they do not pay the cost, 
[f such fatuity were impossible, how could this 
[uestion be entertained on British ground? 
here could its supporters be found, amongst 
:he representatives of a Protestant population, 
tnd the members of a Pr6testant church ? But 
^e live in a time of wonders, in a day of suc- 
[cessive anomalies. The law of the land, as it 
[now stands with respect to religion, is of a novel 
and singular stamp. It is yet illegal to impugn 
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ike truth cf Chrutianity in general, hut it i* no 
longer iUegal io assail 6r to deny its funda- 
mental doctrine.' The law aodn may \)e-^27ie 
government of ih^ country is Protestant, but 
its adnUnisiration may he ' Pafal. After suf- 
ficient experience of the nuschief which infidel 
writers^ could effect under sonie legal restraint^ 
aii experiment lias been ventured, how much 
more could be done without it, and it has 
answered abundantly. Experience has shewBf 
how Papists in Ireland can conduct themselves 
towards Protestants, when restrained by man jr 
disabilities; and an experiment is proposed, the 
result of which may .diisrtincily ascertain the 
length to which that conduct can be ^ctended 
when there is no disabiUty at aU. 

The wisdom of past ages has trtosmitted ai 
maxim concerning evUs, that of two we should 
choose the leaM; the wisdom of the present 
seems to invert the rule, and, in this case jit 
least, to choose the greatest. An enemy with-* 
out the camp has hitherto been considered as 
less dangerous than an enemy within; but it is 
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now distinctly avowed, that an enemjr within 
is the least dangerous of the two, and therefore 
he opght t<> be admitted;, loid an assertion is 
superadded, that when admitted he will become 
a FEi£ND ! I And upon such principles. Credits 
posteri! at the rery moment when the enemy of 
the true faith^ the scourge of Christendom for 
twelve centuries past, is marked out for judg- 
ment by the signal and predicted vengeance of 
the Almighty; when the seat of the Papacy b 
surrounded with armies, and the infallible Head 
of the Church preparing to save his person by 
flight, at this very' moment a Protestant state is 
deliber^ing on the means of reviving hiir influ- 
ence, auid restdriiig his ascendancy; and actuaUy 
providing a ^efiige for him or his adherents in 
the bo^om of the British empire. How soon 
may she with the qxjeek oi? Caethage say 



Ejectos Itttore egenos 
Excepi, et K£gni dsmens in pabtb bocAVi!'' 
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Neutrafity towiards Naples, is a measure of 
comparative irtdifferedce, while activity is mani- 
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fested on behalf of Rome. Admit her represent 
tatives to a seat in our councils, and a share in 
our legislation, they will naturally and justly 
look to further concessions from the thkone, 
and nearer ascendancy pver it; they will not 
forget, if we do, by what authority the title of 
*^ FiDEi Defenso]?." was at first bestowed on 
a British Sovereign ; pr to what faith it referred : 
and, should the stream of royal favour taste of 
this foupt^n, the disposition to drink thereof 
abundantly will only be increased by indulgence. 
The revival of Popery was for centuries the 
dread of England : to prevent this our refonneis 
labot^ed— our patriots bled. The prepress of 
infidelity h^s, of Ute, formed a new and equally- 
just ground of apprehension for her safety: 
the learned have fought against its abettors 
with the pen, the br^ve with the sword. But 
on a sudden this warfa|*e ceases — an armistice is 
demanded and allowed to both — ^restrictions are 
done away — ^laws are repealed— concessions are 
granted — every avenue is to be cleared-^-and 
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every door, even that of the " bottomless pit !" 
is to be opened at once. 

Popery and Infidelity, your Lordships are 
aware, are not the only foes, with which the 
Church of Christ is to contend in the closing 
periods of her militant state on earth. There 
is another and a more desperate enemy still, 
the parent and instigator of the other two, 
against whose extraordinary machinations the 
defenders of the true faith will be called to 
contend, even against the '' Ruler of the darkness 
^^ of this world ;" and he has another instrument 
of assault (the most dangerous, because the 
least suspected) which a christian. soldier musrt 
be prepared to resist, not by weapons of modem 
philosophy, or modem pd^cj, but by putting 
on the whole armour of God. 

T14s instrument, my Lords, is Soeceby or 
Witchcraft. Under the term is compre- 
hended '* ^U kind of influence produced by 
collusion with Satan ; all persons who have 
dealings with Satan, if not actually entered 
into formal compact with him." That such 



fi 



a 



it 



18 

persons are among men^ is abundantly jdain 
from Scripture; and that duch practices have 
been used m all refoarkabte periods of the 
Churchy is testifi^ by the sditiie luithdiity. The 
Prophets <^nd Evangelists positively deckire that 
mich persons will bemost nunierous and suc- 
itessful in their delusions in the latter days. This 
sin has ever been marked by the most signal 
vtogeance of Almighty God' is- the case of indi- 
vidualkpand the permisldoH or encouragement 
thereof]*' on the pait of govemmafits,' has been 
tmiformly' followed by national juc^ments. 
- >* Thou 6halt< not suffer a witch to live.'* 

' ^'iPtiei sold that turneth after such as have 
f^ &1niliar spirits^ and after wizards, to go a 

whoring after them^ I will even set my face 

gainst that ^idy akd will cut him off from 
5^ his people." {Lev. xx. 6.) 

^^'A man also or woman thathftUi a familiar 
"5^ q>irit^ or that i$ a wi^ard^ shall surely be put 
?*tc> death."' .(ifaViar.) 

y There shall not be found among you a 






€i 



it 



4( 



19 

** witch^ or a charmer, or a consulter with fami^ 
liar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer, for 
all that do these things, are an abomination 
to the Lord.'^ .{Deut. xviii. 11, 12.) 
Eor this sin the Canaanites were dispossessed 
of their land :-r— 

.^ Because of ^se abominations^ th6 Lord 
". God doth drive fhem out before thee.'* {ibid.) 
This ;sdn preceded the destruction of Pharaoh : 
*^ Then Pharaoh also called the wise men, 
'.^ and the i sorcerers ; now the magicians of 
i' Egypt, they also did in like manner lidth 
^* their enchantments." {Exod. vii. 11.) 

For this crime, the kingdom departed fromf 
Saul:— 

** Rebellion is as the sin of witch- 

" GRAFT." . ** Because thou hast rejected the 

". word of the Lord,. He hath also rejected thee 

" from being king." (1 Sam. xv. 28.) 

^' Then said Saul unto his servants. Seek me 

a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I 

may go to her, and inquire of her." (1 Sam. 

xxvm. 7.) 
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SauFs self-destruction is attributed to the same* 
cause. 

*' So Saul died for his transgression which he 
** committed against the Lord, even against the 

word of the Lord, which he kept not, and also 

for asking counsel of one that had a familiar 
*^ spirit to inquire of it, and inquired not of the 
" Lord ; therefore he slew him, and turned the 
" kingdom unto David." (1 Chron. x. 18, 14.) 

For the same crime was Manasseh dgnally 
punished, and his kingdom exposed to invasion. 

Manasseh -^ used witchcraft, and dealt with a 
" familiar spirit, and with wizards." ** So 
** Manasseh made Judah, and the inhaUtants 
*^ of Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the 
" heathen, whom the Lord had destroyed before ^ 
" the children of Israel. And the Lord 
" SPAKE TO Manasseh, and to his people, 
" but they would not heakken. Where- 
^^ fore the Lord brought upon them the captains 
** of the King of Assyria." (2 Chron. xxxiii. 
6; and 9-11.) 

" And the Lord spoke by his servants, the 
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^ iHt^eto, iaying ; Because Manasseh, King of 
^ Jtfdah, hath done these abominations, aiid' 
^ hath done wickedly^ above all that the Amo- 
** liter did^ which wefe before him, and hath 
** made Judah to sin with his idols ; therefore, 
'' thus saith the Lord God (^ Israel, Behold, I 
*< am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem, and 
Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his 
ears shall tingle ; and I will stretch over Jeru- 
salem, the litie oi Samaria, and the plummet of 
** the house of Ahab ; and I will Wipe Jbru^' 

•' SALEM AS A MAN WIPETH A DISH, WIPING 
" IT, AND TUENINO IT UPSIDE DOWN.'* (2 

Kings, xxi. 10-13.) 

Other instances might be adduced ; but it maj 
be sufficient to prove from Scripture, that the 
practice o£ Witdicraft is the certain mark of a 
people abandoned to confosion, and popular 
tumult ; and the permission of it in a^govem- 
ment, the positive mark qfinfittuation. 

** I will set the Egyptians against the ISgyp- 
** tians, and they shall fight every one against 
" his brother, and every one against his neigh- 

D 



^ bour ; city against city, and kingdom agaiiist* 
** kingdom : and the spirit otTSgypi shall fiulin 
'< &e midst thereof, and I will destroy the 
^ counsel thereof; and they shall seek to the 
** idols, and to the charmers, and to them that 
** haoe familiar &pirit^ and to the wi^ards^ and* 
*^ the Egyptians will 1 give over into the, hands' 

'' of A C]^I^£L LORD, and A FIEBCB KING shall 

" rule over them."——** Surely the prinees of 
'* Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise otmn^ 
** sellers of Pharaoh is become brutish* How 
** say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise,' 
** the son of ancient kings ? Where are they ? 

** where are thy wise men?" ^** The Lord 

** hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst 
** thereof; and they have caused Eg]rpt to «r 
** in every work thereof, as a drunken man 
staggereth in his vomit. Neither shall {here 
be any work for Egypt, which the bead <* 
tail, branch or rush, may do." {Isa. xix.) 
Bi^op Horsley's elucidation df this portion of 
Scripture, is so remarkable, that I cannot refhuiv 
frmn in$grting it* 
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*^ The rulers of the Egyptians misled the people 
by erroneous politics. Ignorant of the designs 
of Providence, they formed fidse conjectures of 
** the effect of their alliances, of the event of their 
^ wars, and their treatieis; amd misinterpreted 
'' what Providence brought to pass, at every 
^' step. This is a declanition oi the dolness of 
** the Egyptians to perceive the hand of God in 
** their affairs, and foresee the impending }udg- 
•* ment. In things beought about by 
^ GrOD's Providence, they will have no 

^ APPREHENSION OF ANY SCHEME OR DESIGN, 
*^ NO DISCERNMENT OF THE CONNEXION OF 
*• ONE THINd^ WITH ANOTHER, AND OP CON* 
^ sequence; NO forecast of CALAMITY, 
*• TILL IT dOME UPON THEM." {BtbUctd CvU 

iicism, vol. ii: p. 189.) 

This shiful practice wiai^ tiot confined to the 
Jewish dispensation. When " the Son of God 
^ was manifested that h^ might destroy the' 
** works of the devil,** Sorc&ry ivas one qftitem : 
and it was practised m the first age of Christia- 
nity by one who professed to receive the Gospel. 
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^ ^- There was a certain man called Simon, 
^ which before timae in the same city used 
^ sorcery, and bewitdied the people €i SamariB, 
^ gisring out that himself was some great (me. 
^- To whom they all gave heie4 ^^Om the kasl to 
*^ the gseatest; sajring, Thij» ma^n is th|( fp^at 
?»power of God, And to him they had regard, 
^ because that of Iqng time, he had bewitched 
^ them with soiiC£Ri£S." (^c^viii^ShlX^) 

The true character pf sorcery is summed up 
in the words of Paul to Elymas : — ** O f^H of 
'* all subtilty, and all mischief, thou child of- the 
^ devil, thou enemy of aU righteousness, wilt 

thou not cea^ to pervert t^^ right ways of 

the Lord?'' These words, and the di¥^le 
judgment which immediatdy Allowed, effected 
the conversion of a Roman and heathen GU>ver- 
nor, — ^* Sergiu§ Paulus, <9 prudent man, who 
^ called for Barnabas apd Saul, and desired to 
*' hear the word of Gpd.'^ (Acts xiii. 7-1O0 

Happy, my Lords, wotild it b^, f<xr the ctepu- 
ties and governors of the Roma|t ^mpire, if the; 
had equat prudence now. The vord of God 
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remaineifa, whetlier M^ desire io hen it» or 
wlHither 4^ jforbeap. This abcHnkieble ddorioii 
of SatuB, practised in the first age of the Cbnt4 
tian era» wiU be {mralent in the last. ^ NoW 
'^ the Spirit speaketh^xpiessly, that in the latter 

times, some should depart from the fiuthi 

giving heed to seducing spirits, and doetrktes 

^ depUs.'' (I Tim. iv. 1.) WitchcrafiJ is 
expresdy enumerated among the worics of the 
flesh, and classed with other crimes alread|r pre* 
dominant in these latter times— ^^Adultery* sedtcr 
** tion, heresf^ and such like." {Gal. y. 19-21*) 
^ ^ I wiUcome near to you in judgment, and I 
^ will be a swift witness against the SOECBSEBS, 
'' and against the adulterers." {Mal.m.S.) 

^ Neither repented they of their murden^nw 
^ of their aoncEBiES, nor of their fbrnkaticm^ 
?• nor of thek thefts." (Bev. ix. 21.) 

Of the mystical Bidbylon, it is written:— 
^ Thy merdiants were the great men of the 

earth ; for by thy sorceries, were all.oations 

deceived." {Bev. xviii. 23.) 

By this Satanic delusion will the '^ mystery of 
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^ ' imqaxty " be toougfat to' its conaummiiticmr and 
^ .'tbat'nubi of fim be f etealed, the sou of . per- 
^V ditioo^-idiofie t^oniing 'is lifter tbeworkiog of 
^ Satttn^ ndth a3} 'power, and sign8» and ijiiiig 
^ wonders, and With aU deceivableness of ^n- 
^ ■ is^teoumesd^ in them that parish 4 because 
^ they received not the love of the truth; that- 
^ tliey might be saved ; and for this cause God 
^ shfdl Bend them strong ddusipn, thi^ they 
^ 'dio[ald belkfve a lie." (2 Tkesg. iL 9^; and 
9^1.) 

Al.Ii WlTCttCjlAPT AND SORGBB Y k WOCShip 

offered to Satan. After tibre denial of the exist- 
ence of God, rWhidi we have lived to witaessr 
upon eiEffth, what like/affitini can be c^ffiered to the 
Majesi^ 'Of^ heaven ^ and yet it is jespressly 
written and: recorded, tliat such abomination 
Will fill up ead finish the mystery of imquity, 
and ^^omplete the character ctf AKXiCHEist. * 
' ^ And thqr worshipped the Dragon which 
^ gave power unto the beast, and iliey wondnp- 
^ ped the beast, sajrmg, Who ^is like unto the 
^ Ijeast ^ nvhois aUe io :niake war with him? 
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''And there was given. unto bim a mouth 
** speaking great things and blasphemies; cndi 
^ power was givea him. to continue fort]^ and 
*f two months. And he . open^ his/ mouth, i» 
^'bhuiphemty againisit God. to. blaqpheme Ipa 
*^ name, and his tabemade^ and them that(4weft 
'Mn heaven; And it was ^ven unto him' t» 
^' nmke. war with the Saints, and tQ ov^icome 
^them: andpowfir was. given, him over aU 
^* kindreds^ and tongues, and natiicms» And aB 
** that dwdl upon the earth shall. worship faim^ 
*^ whose names are not written in the* book of 
^ life of the Lamb, slain front the foundatipB 
"of the world.'' {Rev. xiiL 4^.) 

I shall not presume, my Londs,, to off^ any 
construction or interpretation : of. iiby. own, on 
these portions of the word : o£ God ; ; hap ait u 
commentary upooi, iuid a recapitulation -of the 
whole, I beg permission to recommend ta your 
Lordship's attention, a passage from ** The 
** Critical Disquisition" of Bidiop Horaley, on 
Isaiah xvui. wherein his Lordship has aUy 
summed up his own views of the Antichbis- 
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TIAN AND ATH£IdTiCAL FACTION of the 

tetter times. 

^' I cannot quit the subject, without dedsrii^ 
^ my sentiments on an important point, upon 
^ which much error is abroad. Indiff£B£Kcb 

^ TO THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES IS CEIMINAL. 

^ Misconstruction of theiti may be dangerous. 
^ I confess, I cannot discern any immediate signs 
^ of the fall of Antichrist. I fear, I.see too 
^ dciarly the rise, instead of the fall, of the Anti- 
** Christ of the West Or rather I fear, I see 
^ him advancing to full stature and ripe age. 
^ His rise, strictly speaking, the b^inning d the 
^ monster, was in the Apostolic age. Por it 
** were easy to trace the pedigree of French Phi- 
^ losDjd^, Jacobinism, and Bavarian lUumina- 
^ tion, up to the first heresies. But it is now. 
^ we see the adolescence of that man of sin, or 
^ tether of lawlessness, who is to throw off all 
** the restraints of religion, morality and ciMtom, 
*' and undo the bands of civil society. That son 
^' of perdition, who is to rise out of an apos- 
■* tacy— not a constructive apostacy; never un- 
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^^tdecstbod to be such/ bj those to'whomthei 
guilt has been imputed: but an open^ undi^ 
giiised apostacf. That son of perdition, who 
^ shaBi be neither a Frotestaht nor a Papist/ 
**- neither Christian, Jew, nor Heathen'; who* 
^ shall worship neitiher Grod, Angel; nop Sailit'^ 
^^ who will neither supplicate the invisible Ma- 
** jesty of heaven, nor fall down before an idbL' 
^* He will magnify himself against every thing 
^that is called Gk)d, or is worshipped; and 
with a bold flight of iinpiely, soaring far above 
his precursors, and tjrpes in the tim^ of Pa-' 
*^ ganism^ the Senimcheribs, ihe Nebuchad- 
** nezzars, the Antiochuses, and the Heathen 
*^ Emperors, will cMm divine honours to him- 
^ self exclusively, mmI consecrate an image of 
^ himself. I doubt not, but this monster wilt 
** be made an instrument of that pruning, 
** which the vine must undergo^ I am afraid 
** to say, that the judgmeiit will b^in, or f|dl 
*^ with the greatest severity, in that pant of the 
^^ Church, which most needs puzgation. For 
" when I consider the superstitions, introduced 
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^ in thcf rites «F Worltdpi m wbme patM^ fhe 
^jMwafnmtaUe iHnp^atioiM^ m the foite of 
<< tjnudi gevatimasib m Mhc^; the idaxiitioii 
'^ df <&ciidiaie, the haSnewanask&i^ the' nc^aofe 
^ laid violatieii of tihe eedmeaf ^riviite duties/ 
"" the' fre^nt faceadib of the Ten CkxnniMd^ 
^ uents^ i& those> ports where the dootimej, the 
^^ form c^ govemment^ and the rkes of puldie 
^ worship seem to me the most eonSiHrmable 
^to the model of the primitiTe ages; I an 
^ i^raid to say^ whieh of the varieos In'atK^es 
** of the ehturcb oi Christ it is» iB wlAsih tiie 
^^fOrgaiiotk ttmy be the most needed^" Ps^o 

lOa-107*. 
in a ]^receding section^ &e teamed Bii^b^ 

speaking oi Antidirist, declared^ ^^ I have a» 
^unfashionable partiality for the opmions of 

• The republication of this important passage^ .is the 
more aesirable under existing circumstances^ as it is omiU 
ted in tne hew edition 6fth€ Bidbop's Biblical Criiicisin^ 
ani9 is to be found only iii tbe quarto (editioli of ^ a Letter 
«« t6 Edwftrd King, Edq/' bjr S&mii^l Li^ Bisbiqit K^ Bo« 
Chester. Printed for Robson, 1799. 



^'onfifutyf «[|4 in his magterijr deiiaetrtiottiof 
Jkhe cbaraqt^ Kf the iaBt ^predicted tyvBXA 4md 
eoen^ of the jchusoht hu iiOi^di^p seemt to 
bane adopted and mtrweAAt frevalent^opiiiioii 
of Jthe eaify af^ J»#ated*^ St. iidwDe^dnthit 
Ooqunentary job tbe fT^jh xi DandeL ^ £igo 
dkafnas jquod omhes (So^fiptores iBcdIesiattid 
tnidi^erUi*: m.oiaqnxiimaildone«iiuindi9^qiia^ 
oB^nnm deBtv9eDduini>a8t iftemfuioiAim, ^deoem 
fqturaB 'Beges iqui orbefD iRouMmam dnter ise 
vet Mndeeinram .snrrerturam *e|s^ 






^iBegeimparvului]i9i&^ Ne/eum putemus jvofta 
f^.yiDi^mdamoppionem, yfli>dKd >gh*ia e8se, vH 
*' djenssiem; sed iqinqn >de liDmknbiis, in iqup 
^ Aotus SatdnoBiliiifaitiitnms j^^ JSt 

^\itm doqmm dagmdia. MaA emmJOOMO ,3Bc-* 
^^^CAid^ ffihsB fBiditioi^ :ita irtrin ^|!einploi^d 
^^Bedeeeaaideat^ifacienBisefjquasi Ideum;^ 

oriasgr otfaevs oeheera|ng AittidiPi8t,-aiK become 
vq^y ^^mfashioiiable ; and^it is nat -my purpose 
to detain jjom d^ordsfa^ Sby a disquisition 
wbeittifar Aiftichiist ^be tiie ^evil incarnate, ^or 
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the Roman Pontiff. The latter, your Lordships 
well know, was the opinion of Bishop Newton. 
What his sentiments would now be, is the 
question, on Protestant and Catholic condlia^ 
tion and affinity ;— -we may collect them from 
his admirable *^ Recapitulation of the Prophe- 
" des relating to Popery.'' Worhs^ voL i. p. 763. 
'* Since, then, the corruptions of Popery are 
^ so particularly fiiretold in scripture, and make 
^ so considerable a part of the ancient pro^ 
'* phedes, we have the less reason to be Mr- 
^^ prised and offended at them. While the 
Papists endeiavour to corrupt, and adulterate 
Ae doctrines of the prophets and apostles, 
they still accomplish their predictions; while 
*^ they labour to destroy Christianity in one 
^ part, they unwittingly confirm and establish 
** it in another. And since a time is certainly 
^< coming, wherein Gk)d will avenge himself on 
^' these idolaters, and require the blood of \m 
*^ servants at their hands, let us wait with the 
'^ faith and the patienoe of saints, till it be ac« 
*' complished. We have seen the prophedes 
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*^ remarkably fulfilled in their success, and we 
** shaU see them as remarkablj fulfilled too in 
*^ their destruction. The power of the Pope is 
nothing near so great now» a» it was some 
ages ago: it received its death-^wound at the 
^' Reformation, of which it may hmguish for a 
^* time, but will never entirely recover, though 

^' ITS LAST STRUGGLES AND EFFORTS, LIKE 
^' THOSE OF A DYING MONSTER, MAY BE 
^^ TERRIBLE AND DANGEROUS. In the Cud^ 

^* the Gospel will prevail over aU enemies and 
*^ opposers. {Matt. xxL 44.) * Whosoever shall 
<< ^ fall on this stone shall be broken, but on 
** * whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to 
** * powder.' We will conclude our discourse 
" with the words of Ezra, so very applicable to 

'* us of the REFORMED RELIGION, (ix. 13, 14.) 

** ^ After all that is come upon us for our evil 
^^ * deeds, and for our great trespass, seeing that 
** * thou our God hast punished us less than our 
^^ ^ iniquities deserve, and hast given us such 
" ' deliverance as this,' a deliverance from 
^' THE CHURCH OF RoME ; should we again 
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^ «vv^h ihe ffdople «ctf <fl»9»e abemSMtiofis, weuid- 
^^ert '^aa<n«t tie^uogiy with «s ^Ul ^Cheu faadst 
^'ecmsained i»s ^so ^at tbore <ilioul|[ %e no 
^ trernnanft ncxr «floi^ii^? ^ 

i!tiy QijardSf ^I <4e beseedi you to |miBe-^M3on- 
sider iwhtft wosdd :be 4iie c^piiMoii*^Wlmt ^imld 
bei^ Jian^age-^'Airtrat ^Che ^edi^iofi of oither, or 
ntffher ofboi^ ^faese deported ^champioDs ^df the 
BtMestant^feith^mdQPrehrt^s^yf 4heC!^ of 
BRj^laad, if ^itfxng ^m Ifh^ir %gis1ati¥!s^capadity, 
rdbefl in ^e 'ephod ctf *tShe sanctuary, and smytn 
tm Ihe Gosp<a of God^, tfcey had ^nessed^ 
i^M ymir 1Lo]€sMps Wffl ^faoiiily %^ — a 

tug mnA wm vnmniiptaim %o f^kts, as ^haH 
iMtve <them ho office in ^the -^tate %he hi^est 
MN5e]^ted)t1ie3r«nd the tm^i fif ^tti^r ^^tAmment^ 
^^.^M^j^md ^^the ^fiower-tfPithdb- -t^Me^! ^What, I 
wooM *aik ''sgain^^'eodld 'increase ^h^ wUxnish^ 
HMrit ? ««ii^anr ^[» ittf ^LGrds^-ttttending^^St, for 
fbt Tepefl AfUfaeirtatiites tsoncentfng ^^W«rcH- 
cnMPT aiid^SottdSRY^. 
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Iconfisss^ siy Lords,, bftving a seat u Doghouse 
but my own* laving my countiy— attached to 
her chutch^-^waintaiping lier comtitutioiir— and 
bcooitting HS&. Kiw;i^---Jr brembhjhr them ajlIs 



tiOVSE OF OOMMONft 

WiTCBCRAFI RBPEAI/«-^ItBi.ASiD«) 

This bill was read the third time, and passed. Lord -— 
observed, that midnight was a most appropriate time to 
pftss stidl li m^snf6.^taughter>J 

My Lards^ I am neitha* bigot nw enthusiast 
^— I am not a Demetrius, or a son of Sceva. — ^I 
cannot how befidre the Silver Shrine of that 
UBEBAUTY where sacrifices are now made 
continually ! (fiide Acts xix.) I am deficient in 
that CHi^iTY '* which thinketh no evil" of 
SATANwr— I have an ui^fasMonable belief in his 
exiirtenoft and influence,, as ^^ thz spi&ix that 

*' NOW WOAK£Xfi IN TUE. CfilLBBEN QF IHSr 
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" OBEDIENCE.** As the word of God, which 
cannot lie, declares witchcraft to be one of his 
instruments of delusion, and calls ^* the well- 
** favoured harlot THE mistress of witch- 
*^ CRAFTS that selleth nations ;" — as the divine 
law punished that sin with death, and nations 
addicted to it, with destruction ; such offences, 
I must deem not unworthy the notice of human 
legislators, and no matter of midnight merri- 
ment in a Christian senate. 

I trust, my Lords, this bill will be met in 
another House with the solemnity which it& 
peculiar nature demands; and with the con- 
sideration due to its practical results. Your 
Lordships, I am confident, will on this point 
agree with the sentiments of an enlightened 
prelate already cited on another subject. 

^ As it is certain, if Revelation is certain; 
^ that there are evil angels, or spirits, let us not 
'^ indulge the sceptical humour of the age, to 

doubt of the reality, and much less to deride 

THE notion of the existence of such beings. 
** It may be ridiculous to believe too much of 
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^^ evil spirits, but it is equally absurd to believe 
^^ too little. It is not reason, it is not prilo- 
'^ SOPHY, that maketh men doubt or disbelieve^ 
'^ but the vain affectation of appearing singular. 
** Reason and revelation, philosophy and scrip- 
" ture, will, in the end, be found to agree toge- 
^^ ther ; and he who can doubt of the existence 
erf such beings, if there are such bemgs, giveth 
them a manifest advantage over him. He 
can have no better reason for doubting of their 
*^ existence, than because he doth not see them ; 
? and upon the same principle he might as well 
deny that there is a God, as that there is a Devil. 
** He who can run counter to the reason and 
experience of all ages and nations in this parti- 
cular, must hinise]f he possessed ; must labour 
*^ under a strange infatuation of mind, and in 
*^ some measure establish the very thing which 
^* he endeavours to overthrow. But setting 
^ human reason, setting human authorities aside, 
" the oracles of God put the matter beyond all 
** doubt — all contradiction. 
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^* Our religion itself is founded on the dispo- 
sition of such beings ; for we know, (1 Ji^ni 
iii. 8,) that for this purpose, the son of God 
was manifested, that he might destroy the 
" works of the devil. The angels that * kept 
" * not their first estate,' have ever since their 
" fall, aspired to a sort of equality with Gk)d ; 
" and their language to the children of the world 
" hath been the same that it was to the Saviour 
" of the world, ' all these things will I give thee^ 
" * if thou wilt fall down and worship me :* and 
so great hath been their success in this parti- 
cular, that in several barbarous nations the 
devil hath been worshippedy and served instead 
" of God blessed for ever*/' 

Barbarous nations^ my Lords, are re- 
ceiving the Gospel, and walking in light ;«*— 
let civilized nations beware, lest any should 
steal their palladium. 

The airk of God is yet in your house,--^tand 
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^ Bishop Newlou on the Nature and Condition of Angels.* 



arffund it^ jnj Lords, and defend it-*->aet up no 
DifQH there — ^let not the Philistines triumph. 
Condliation of Dissenters has opened the 

mouth of blasphemers,— concession to Catholics 
ma^j yet ** give place to the d^vil/' 

Discrepancies, my Lords, may creep into and 
oMTupt the purest church. A spiritual Litui^ 
and formal worshippers, — Commandments of 
God confronted . by " doctrines of men ;" for 
maladies like these-^angerous and deadly as 
they are to a mystical hody^ there is yet a balm 
in Gilead, there is a Physician there. — But what 
Mandragora can minister to the disease ? what 
Chiron can arrest the process of dissolution in 
that BODY poialfic, which should exhibit the 
morbid anatomy of a Protestant king and a 
Papal council ? A cure, in such a ease, would 
be contradictory to experience, and therefore 
will bafQe experiment. — ^Whatever the nostrum, 
— ^whosoever mix it — there is " Death in the 
" pot." An honourable meknber has already 
announced that by the decision of ONE night 
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" the Protestant character of the House ofPar-^ 
" liament is chavgedr 

A noble Lord has inadvertently acknow- 
ledged, with at least as much truth as wit, that 
^^ He has been legislating with the Pope at his 
« backr 

Other portentous changes have been working 
since, and the contagion, if not stopped, will 
spread. A Papal relapse may terminate in a 
Pagan crisis : it is not so remote as some ima-* 
gine ; for, if there be already such " A falling 
" AWAY," what are we taught to expect as the 
consequence, but that " the man of sin" be 
revealed in his time, ** the Son of Perdition who 

opposeth and exalteth himself «above all that 

is caUed God." (2 Thess. iL 3, 4.) 

If our conduct be that of the heathen, our 
cry will be theirs : — 

** Excessere omnes adytis arisque relictis, 
'f Diif quihus imperium hoc sieterat" 

Suffer, my Lords, I entreat, you, this word of 
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exhortation — ^take no offence where none is 
intended. Look to the Throne while it stands^ 
admonish the Peers who surround it, for ye are 
the " Ministers of God" to them. — ^His 
altar you serve, his word is your law. My 
Lords, remember ELI! Think on his fallen 
house— and, ere your eyes wax dim, and ere 
your lamp go out, O ! listen to a voice in the 
Temple — despise not the word of prophecy, the 
lively oracle, which saith, " Bind up the testi- 
" mdny, seal the law among my disciples." 

** And when they shall say unto you, Seek 
^^ unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
^^ wizards that peep, and that mutter ; should 
" not a peofde seek unto their God ? for the 
** living to the dead ? To the law and to the 

testimony ; if they speak not according to this 

word, it is because there is no light in them." 
{Isaiah^ viii. 19) 20.) 

My Lords, I have done ; and done no more 
than my duty. Let every man in England, go 
and do likewise, " as of the ability which God 
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^ giveth/' He hath given much to your IjOvd- 
ship3 — may th^ spirit pf his grace dispose your 
hearts to use it all to his glory. May the dew 
♦* of his blessing" continue yours, and may you 
continue stewards of his mysteries, pastors of his 
flock, pillars of his catholic and apostolic 
CHURCH. Your Lordships are called, as Chris- 
tians, and called as legislators, to ^ ■ wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities and powers, against the rulers of the 
*' darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked- 
" ness in high places. Wherefore take unto you 
** the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
" to withstand in the evil day, and having 
** done all, to stand." Stand, therefore, my 
Lords, where Providence has placed you, on the 
"rock of ages;" — stand, where your pre- 
decessors STOOD, on the foundation of your 

MARTYR REFORMERS. " Be YE STEDFAST, 

•* UNMOVEABLE." — ^As Prelates of a Protestant 
establishment, ye are bound to say to others — 
" Meddle not with them that are given to 

3 
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*' change f and as Peers of a Protestant Par- 
liament, may ye be emboldened to say for 

YOTJBSELVES 

« NOLUMlJS LEGES ANGLL3E MUTARIV* 

*The great Apologist of the Church of England was 
not indifferent as to the subject of Witchcraft and Sor- 
cery.— He could discern its connexion with Popery, and 
did not pass over the matter suh sikniio at the commence'* 
ment of the reign of Elizabeth.— When addressing the 
Sovereign, he lamented the increase of the evil at the time 
when England was emerging from the darkness and 
emancipated from the bondage of the Papal See. 

** It may please your Grace to understand that Witches 
** and Sorcerers within these last four years, are marvellously 
*' increased within your Grace* s realm. 

" I pray God they never practise further than the 
subject.'* 

Sermon brfore the Queen, by Bishop Jewell, A. D* 1558. 



Monday, April % 1821. 
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